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THE  Chamber  where  the  man  meets  his  fate, 
Is  privileg’d  beyond  the  common  Walk 
Of  virtuous  life,  quite  in  the  verge  of  Hcjven. 

Ply,  ye  Profane  !  If  not,  draw  near  with  awe, 
Receive  the  blefling  - - 

Heaven  waits  not  the  !all  moment,  owms  he**  friends 
On  this  fide  death  :  and  points  them  out  to  men, 

A  lecture,  Glent,  but  of  foverciga  pow*i  ! 

To  vice,  confufion;  and  to  virtue,  peace. 
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TO  THIi  PATROXISERS 


o  r  T  H  E 

EXPERIENCED  CHRISTIAN’S 
MAGAZINE. 


DEAR  FRIENDS, 


r  AM  pcrfuadcd  that  nothing  flrlkcs  the  mind 
of  a  wife  and  attentive  obicrvcr,  fo  forcibly, 
as  well"  attefted  fadls.  Nothing  ’  hath  fo  flreng 
a  tendency  to  convince  the  judgment,  and  in¬ 
fluence  the  conduiff.  In  the  collection  here  pro- 
pofed,.  it  is.  my  delign  to  place  before  your 
view,  a  feries  of  indubitable  and  interefting  facts. 
Some  of  the  molt  renowned,  fome  of  the  moll  worthy 
perfons,  after,  a  life  of  exemplary  devotion,  and  cx_ 
ailed  virtue,  bearing  their  dying  teftimony  to  the 
excellency  of  thegofpcl,and  the  plcafureof  religion- 
Perfons  from  different  countries,  of  different 
denominations,  and  flouriflting  indiffant  periods  cf 
time.— Perfons' in  the  molt  awful  moment  of  their 


cxillence ;  w'hcn.^  hypocrilj'  drops  the  mafque ; 
whea-worldly  enjoyments  lofe  there  weight,^and 
there  remains  no  more  temptation  ta  deceive 
— all  thele  uniting  in  the  fame  fentiments — 
all  repofing  their  confidence  in  the  fame  great 
Redeemer  ;  .all  proclaiming  the  dignity,  efficacy, 
and  glory  of  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  n 
manner  fuperior  to  language;— -proclaiming  it  by 
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cannot  give  ;  and  by  a  joy  of  heart,  A\hich  trair- 
Icen.ds  all  dcfcription.  d'hc  very  naming  of 
which  tends  to  ifrengthen  thole,  who  have  embrac¬ 
ed  the  fame  evangelic  fyftcm,  and  whofe  fouls 
do  love  the  fame  divine  Mediator.  In  favour  of 
this,  we  have  the  tcllimony  of  the  learned  and 
pious  Mr.  Addifon,  in.  the  following  words  : 

“  There  is  nothing  in  hiftory,  which  is  fo 
“  improving  to  the  reader,  as  thofc  accounts 

which  Mc  meet  with,  of  the  deaths  of  etninent 
“  perfons,  and  of  their  behaviour  in  that  dreadful 
“  feafon.” 

In  this,  the  flrong^  Chriflian  may  view  with  a. 
glow  of  gratitude,  perhaps  with  rapture’s  of  de¬ 
light,  the  faithfulncfs  of  his  divine  maftcr,  wha 
never  leaves- nor  forfikcs  his  fervants,  no,  notin 
the  mOit'  trying  feafon,  which  is  emphatically 
termed,  the  time  of  need.  He  may  obferve  the 
never  failing  grace  of  that  holy  fpirit  ;  who 
opens  the  richpromifes  of  the  gofpel,  and  applies 
the  precious  merit  of  the  Saviour,  and  makes  the- 
loldierof  Jefus,  ahvays  triumphant. 

And  fliould  the  unbeliever  be  fo  impartial,  as  to. 
mark  thefe  dilciplcs  of  Jcfu5.  Chrift,  and  confider 
the  end  of  their  profcflion,  he  rnufl  acknowledge 
the  divinity  and  une.x.amplcd.  power  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  gofpel,  for  as  much,  as  it  brings  fuch  ftrong 
confolation  in  an  hour  fo  much  dreaded  by  nature. 
Should  the  defpifers  of  Jefus,  in  a  ferious  inter¬ 
val,  take  up  and  read  an  account  of  the  end  of 
t!;e  experienced  chriflian,  with  the  conrrafl,  he 


mufl  foe  the  genuine  fruits  of  unfeigned  f:ith,  and 
the  blclTed  confcqucnce  of  vital  hohnels. 

A  fccne  fo  ftrong  to  ftrike,  lo  fweet  to  charm. 

So  great  to  raife,  fo  heavenly  to  infpire  ; 

So  lolid  to  fupport  fair  virtue’s  throne.  Yovse. 

There  are  a  variety  of  treatifes,  written  on  a 
variety  of  fubjccts,  in  v/hich  many  people  are  no 
way  interefted  ;  but  the  fuhjecl:  of  the  Experienced 
Chriftian’s  Magazine,  appertains.ro  all.  It  is  ap¬ 
pointed  bv  an  irrevocable  decree,  all  mujidie.  There 
is  no  difeharge  in  this  warfare — no,  not  for  the 
mofl  thoughtlefs  upon  earth. 

In  thefe  numbers,  thev  may  alfo  learn  how 
die  carclefs  have  laaientcd  the  cxtravaiirancv  ot 
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their  pad  lives,  redeeming  with  bitternefs  of  foul 
on  the  moments  trilled  away,  in  which  they 
Ihould  have  improved  the  day  ot  their  vifitation; 
of  which  the  following  fheets,  favoured  by  your 
patronage,  will  give  fome  moving  indances. 
Prefuming,  that  an  endeavour  of  this  nature,  not 
Ihacklcd  with  a  fpirit  of  party,  may  prove  accept¬ 
able,  I  have  humbly  dedicated  this,  in  tedimo- 
ny  of  refpeCl,  for  the  confidence  you  have  placed 
in  me,  and  am 

With  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  affeidion, 

\our  humble  fervant, 
WILLIAM  PHCEBUS,  Editor. 


